
  

 

June 2022                             www.nmra-scwd.org               Volume 53 No. 10 

Next SCWD Meet 
  VERONA SENIOR CENTER (Map Page 13) 

   September 11, 2022 
 

Next BOD Meeting: 
   June 13, 2022 at 7 PM 
   ZOOM Meeting 

Superôs Report 
Phil Hottmann       
Division Superintendent 
 
As this season comes to a close, we are starting to look 
forward to the next. It looks like weôll be able to rent 
the Verona Senior Center again. I know itôs a little  
further to drive for most, but I think the layout works 
well. I have not heard any complaints about the facility. 
I know Iôm looking forward to more summer activities. 
 
We have the Summer Picnic coming up on July 16th. 
My brother Wendell lives 0.7 miles south of I94 on 
highway 73. He is an avid model airplane builder and 
has built about 80 radio controlled planes. He is going 
to have an open house to tour his planes and his small 
car collection. He is also planning to have some flight 
demonstrations. He has done a little N gauge modeling 
and has a shadow box with some of his equipment. 
Maybe we can convince him to build a layout. He will 
be open from 10:30 to 12:00 right before the picnic and 
is located at 4510 Highway 73 in Deerfield. 
 
It was nice to have a Spring Banquet once again. The 
folks at the American Legion did a wonderful job  
setting up and providing the food. They stated their hall 
rental fees will be increasing next year. All in all this 
was very economical and convenient. I would like to 
consider returning to this location for next season. I 
would appreciate any comments you might have. 
 
Several awards were presented at the banquet: for 2021 
we presented the Bob Davis Award for Volunteerism to 
Kathy Clancy for her many years of publishing the Bad 
Order. For 2022 we are also presenting the Bob Davis 
award for Volunteerism to Peter Wigglesworth for 
Parking Lot Coordinator for our Madison Model  
Railroad Show and Sale. This cannot be much fun out 
there in all sorts of February weather. We also  

presented the Don Herling ñMadison Macò award to 
Rusty Dramm. His Herman Loheôs Meat Market  
received 121 points in a merit award judging. He stated 
that he spent around 400 hours building this model. 
 
I hope you all enjoy the summer and look forward to 
seeing you at the picnic. 
 
Phil 

     Sign up for 
the fun 

 SCWD event  
 

Picnic          July 16th 
 

Sign up form is on  

page 14!! 
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Clinic Column 
by Ken Hojnacki 
 
We had two great clinics to finish out 
this season.  Many thanks to our old 
friend Dave Nelson, the Frugal  
Modeler, for a new version of his  
all-encompassing clinic on trackwork.  
We never know enough about the track 
our trains run on so this was a good  
refresher. 
 
And how about Welch the Wizard?  It 
was inspiring seeing Jon Welchôs  
techniques up close and personal. Stone 
bridges made easy, pine trees with  
needles, Yipes-Stripes for our roads.  
Jon is always full of innovative  
techniques that make his railroad a treat 
to see.  Jon said he enjoyed the experience (especially 
the lack of flying tomatoes) and hopefully will be willing 
to do another clinic in the future. 
 
Also kudos to Rusty Dramm who introduced us to his 
latest structure project (See AP Corner). 
 
Some interesting programs are already lined up for this 
fall including a special guest presenter for our September 
kick-off meeting.  And if you have a topic you would 
like to present at our meetings, please let me know.  You 
have several months to plan and I can help put things in 
a PowerPoint if you need help.  I think everyone enjoys 
the What Have I Been Doing segments so I encourage 
you to let us know what you will have done over the 
summer months.  Nothing fancy, some pix or even live 
models (the scale kind, notéé) about 10-15 minutes. 
 
And again, a big thank you to everyone who presented 
clinics or WHIBD this season as I dove into my first 
stint as Clinic Chair.  And thanks also to Bob McGeever 
and Dave Dingman for their expertise in ensuring our 
programs came in and out over Zoom.  From what I have 
heard and observed from other groups, ours have been 
relatively gremlin-free. 
  
As the song by the Happenings says, ñSee you in  
September.ò 
 
Ken 

Contest Column 
Dave Down, Chair 
 
Our last popular vote contests for 2021/2022 were held 
at the May meeting.  We had some really good model 
entries (but no photos).   In addition to the regular  
contest entries, our friends from Rockford brought some 
non-contest models to share with us.  The S scale  
elevator was a striking model.  Thanks to John Mann for 
sharing it with us. 
 
May contest results:  Passenger Cars 
  
Model Contest: 
Cat. A. Coach 
1st:  Ken Mosney: SR&R Combine. (Rockford) 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd:  Dave Casey: CNW #726 Coach 
3rd:  Don Swinton: NMRA 50th Ann. Coach  
  
Cat. B. Diner 
1st:  Dave Down: Pullman Diner   
 
 
 
 
2nd:  Dave Casey: C&NW #7902 Diner/Lounge 
3rd:  Don Swinton: NMRA 50th Ann. Diner  
 
Cat. C. Sleeper 
1st:  Dave Casey: C&NW ñNorthern Dairylandò 
 
 
 
 
2nd:  Don Swinton: NMRA 50th Ann. Sleeper 
 
Cat. D. Observation 
1st:  Dave Casey: CNW #400.    

 
 
 
 
 

2nd:  Don Swinton: NMRA 50th Ann. 
 
We also have our annual contest results to announce.  
After tallying the points for all the 21/22 contests we 
have the following results: 
 
Model Contest:    Don Swinton   87 points  (23 entries) 
Photo Contest:     Ewing Row  97 points  (22 entries) 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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FROM the NMRA 
Please Keep in Touch  
 
Please make sure the NMRA has your current contact infor-
mation. You will not be able to access the full range of 
NMRA benefits unless we can reach you. 
 

¶ Please visit nmra.org/members 

¶ Use your email address and password to log in. 

¶ If you have not yet registered, or forgot your  password, 
there are buttons for that. Take a moment to easily cor-
rect any problems. 

¶ Once logged in, click on Member Info (top right corner). 

¶ Make sure your information is correct. 

¶ If not, please go to: 
 
nmra.org/request-membership-info-changes  
 
to submit a request for changes to be made.  
 
Thank you! 

Layout Tours 
Phil Hottmann Chair 
 
I would like to thank everyone who had their layout open 
for the 2021-2022 season. 
 
It was amazing to see the expressions on the faces of  
visitors touring Bill Weberôs and Dr. Bill Clancyôs  
layouts for the first time. They all seemed to be utterly 
amazed.  I know most of us see these layouts quite often, 
so we forget how wonderful they are. We also got to see 
John Schafferôs layout for the first time. John is doing a 
beautiful job on this N-scale layout. Iôm looking forward 
to another visit in a couple of years to see whatôs next to 
be completed. Great job guys! 
 
We are getting tours set up for next season and hoping to 
get to see a few layouts for the first time. Please let me 
know if you are interested in having your layout open. 
 
Phil 
 
 

 

I would again like to thank everyone who brought in  
entries over the course of the year.  I am continually  
impressed with the quality, skills and range of interests 
represented by your modeling and photography. 
 
If you have ideas/suggestions for contest themes for our 
contests in 2022-23, please send me an email and let me 
know.   ( dfdown2000@gmail.com ). I look forward to 
hearing from you and seeing your models and photos 
next season. 
 
Happy modeling!   
Dave 

Bill Weber 

 
 

Bill Clancy 

John Schaffer 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ndnIzSggdZxv203vwM-KqWvtVtytqqSz8J7l7pXbT5b7XsQxNFNxSLfU0xH59_9EmZIvMo4EBEe55FyR-K4Qv6-kdUR3Gw8m5GQUwELo3hByGHMebm5C3rGtqUfesgu4Ixi1AB8tHMX0KvxR-3v2Zw==&c=LBgVhOYCPjuVIR2sVGVQKXaNxWf1i_udG4UHYlJynJLrVnI5O7TWdA==&ch=I2sS27eMkcXz
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ndnIzSggdZxv203vwM-KqWvtVtytqqSz8J7l7pXbT5b7XsQxNFNxSLfU0xH59_9EOP0-K9PTCy43c255VeFVjg2lwIZ5Ase_l6jU-V48CAF3-G7gyh32yoIM4RgEWk_1DNzN9ziqP-hdHEVnGliHAaZNZQsfNQyNTzny2dxrlllgK6l_BmuSzg==&c=LBgVhOYCPjuVIR2sVGVQKXaNxWf1i_udG4UHYlJy
mailto:dfdown2000@gmail.com
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AP Corner 
by Ken Hojnacki 
 
It has been a while since there has been news from the Achievement Program but one member has 
been busy working on a number of certificates.  In addition to logging hours in various operating 
positions for his Chief Dispatcher certificate, Rusty Dramm has been building.  Iôll let Rusty tell us 
about it. 
 
 
Herman Loheôs Meat Market in O Scale began as the 2020 SCWD modeling 
project. The challenge was to build a diorama using the DPM Birdieôs  
Tavern in HO-, N- or O-scale of a maximum of 200 squares inches of area. 
Herman Loheôs meat market is representational of my familyôs style butcher 
shop in Manitowoc as I remember it as a small boy. I come from a long line 
of óSchlachtermeistersô (thatôs German for óMaster Butcherô) ï two great-
great grandfathers, great grand uncle and grand uncle Herman. As a little boy 
I used to explore the shop, play with the hand crank meat slicer and snoop 
around the slaughterhouse, smokehouse and stock barn on the property.  
Uncle Herman used to carve dried beef tongue with his big butcherôs knife 
and give it to my brother Peter and me as a treat. We thought it very tasty 
while he laughed at us. The following describes how I constructed and  
detailed Uncle Hermanôs meat market. 
 
Two Design Preservation O-scale building kits were used as the starting 
point for the meat market. The project includes a complete super detailed interior with butch shop store front retail 
room, meat prep room and complete upstairs living quarters. Detail items are mostly scratchbuilt from styrene, wood, 
paper and postcard stock, microscope slide glass, brass shapes and white metal castings. The marble countertop is a 
photo print of the actual marble countertop used in Uncle Hermanôs Meat Market.  Meats, sausages and pig carcass 
were made from plastic pigs butchered with an X-Acto knife.  Total build time ï about 400 hours. 
 
Modifications to DPM walls from the two kits were done a table saw with inserted tooth carpentry finishing blade, 
making smooth cuts. Doorway opening were done with a Dremel Tool and cutting disc. Modifications included  
making openings for the meat cooler and new doorways on the Birdieôs tavern kit. From the Kristenôs Corner Caf®, 
the rear and sidewall were sawn into wall parts for the cooler and residence side of the structure. Rear walls were 
sawn for accommodating gutter and downspouts. 
 
The walls were assembled using Waltherôs Goo and clamped while curing. The sub-assembliesô walls/floors were 
first spray painted with black Krylon followed by white and camo/tan to prevent light leakage from the LED and  
incandescent lighting. 
 
Window glazing is glass cut from microscope slides using a Micro-
Mark Genuine Diamond Tip Scriber  and affixed with Waltherôs 
Goo. Window shades are masking tape. Hermanôs meat market had 
Ĳ inch thick plate glass windows. On at least one occasion, one of 
the plate glass store front windows was smashed by of all things a 
deer that had wandered into town and crashed through the plate 
glass window.  So, I included a large crack in the right pane  
window so I could tell the story. 
 
The three roofs were all tarpapered. This was simulated using blue 
painters masking tape painted with a warm gray paint and glossy 
black tar lines. 
 
The sidewalk, street and gutter are styrene sheet and strip scribed and painted with Floquil concrete and weathered 
with Pan Pastels. 
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Scenery is Woodland Scenic ground foam with smokey tan grout for the 
dirt. The tree is a lead bendable Woodland Scenic hardwood tree kit 
with Silflor red maple foliage. The doghouse is a GC Laser kit with 600 
grit emery cloth shingles. The German Sheppard dogôs name is Chief. 
 
In April, Rusty entered this model in the Structure contest at the  
Chicago O Scale Meet.  By chance, Jim Landwehr, MidWest Region 
AP Chairman was one of the judges. Jim and his crew judged Rustyôs 
Loheôs Meat Market under NMRA rules and awarded it 121 out of a 
possible 125 points---an amazing feat.  This earned Rusty his first Merit 
Award toward his AP Structures certificate in addition to taking First 
Place in the Structures contest.  
 
And the accolades didnôt stop there.  At the annual SCWD banquet, 
Rusty was honored with the Madison Mac Award for Modeling 
Achievement.  Congratulations, Rusty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The meat market is super detailed 
with complete room interiors using 
several scratchbuilt and commercial 
detail parts, figures and fixtures. 
Butcherôs counter top is from a 
photo of Uncle Hermanôs actual 
counter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meat and sausage prep room. It 
includes a desk, chair, file cabinet, 
sausage making table with meat 
grinder and sausage extruder. The 
Fairbanks and Morris platform scale 
is the exact model that Uncle Her-
man had in the meat market. The 
meat rack has wieners made from 
lead solder, smoked hams and beef 
cuts created from plastic toy pigs 
fashioned (butchered) with an  
X-Acto knife.  
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2022 SCWD Banquet 

May 6, 2022 

 

Many thanks to 
Ellen and Phil Hottmann 
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