
  

 

February 2026                       www.nmra-scwd.org               Volume 57 No. 6 

Next SCWD Meet       
Verona Senior Center, Verona 
    February 1, 2026 

 
Next BOD Meeting: 
   February 10, 2026, 6:30 PM 
   ZOOM Meeting 

 
Next Youth Group 
Verona Senior Center, Verona 
  February 14, 2026 

Superôs Report 
Art Dawson 
Division Superintendent 
 
Hello fellow modelers, 
 
Happy New Year!!   
 
We had an amazing turnout for the Rail School on  
January 4th.  Including club members, nearly 250 people 
attended the event.  As has been usual for me the last  
several years, I did not get to visit any of the clinicians as 
I spent the whole afternoon (along with several others) 
helping our younger attendees build Athearn car kits.  It 
was a fun afternoon.   We have officially exhausted our 
supply of these kits and are looking for something  
different for the ñmake and takeò tables for next year.  If 
you have any ideas or suggestions, please pass them 
along. 
 
Upcoming events:  
 
February meeting: Feb 1st 
 
Mad City Railroad Show and Sale: Feb 21, 22 
 
March meeting: March 1st 
 
April meeting: April 12th (A week later than otherwise as 
Easter is the 5th!) 
 
May meeting, joint with the Rock Valley Division, held 
here this year: May 3rd 
 
Annual Banquet: May 8th. More information to come. 
 
Annual Picnic: July 18th.  See information later in this 
issue. 

 
 

 
Please volunteer for the Railroad Show if you have 
not already.  Volunteers make this show run as well as 
it does.  No skills required; you will get instructions  
a/o training if needed. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on February 1st! 

Art Dawson, SCWD Superintendent 
Model railroading is fun! 
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Contest Column 
Dave Down, Chair 
 
It is February and we are well into the winter.  In keeping with the season, our contest theme in February is Snow.  
Back in the spring when the themes were being selected little did I realize we might need this theme to remind us of 
the time of year.  Recently I took a trip to Utah, and it turns out we have as much snow as they do, even though they 
need it more than we do.  There was no snow along I-80 in either direction. And the ski slopes in Utah are really  
hurting. 
       
So, use your imagination to tackle the theme of snow.    
  

Snow 
 

A. Wedge snow plow (for example: Russell snow 
plow) 

B. Engine mounted plow 
C. Motorized (Rotary) Snow plow 
 
Dave 



3 

 

 
The 2026 Train Show is coming and we will need to sign up our volunteers. 

 Over the next couple of weeks we will be contacting you 
 to confirm your availability 

 to work one or more of the various jobs  
during the show and during setup.   

 
Volunteers will be needed for setup on Friday morning, 2/20 
 (includes breakfast for the crew going to the storage shed),  

and both days of the show.  
We assume you know what works best for you and your family.  

 
Thank you to those of you who have already responded;  
we will be in touch shortly to confirm assignments. 

  For the rest of you, a timely response will be appreciated. 
 

If you have any question please contact our  
Train Show Volunteer Coordinator (Dave Down). 

 
Email:   dfdown2000@gmail.com  

Or 
Phone:     608-235-5436 
(Leave a voice message) 

mailto:dfdown2000@gmail.com
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Clinic Column 
Bob Wundrock 
 

For our February clinics weôll have two experienced model railroaders. 
 
Our first will be Bernie Kempinski presenting ñManifest Destiny - The USMRR Aquia Line.ò 

It is a well-known axiom that model railroads expand to fill all available space. Bernie will describe 

how he used system analysis tools to help design the optimal plan for his expanding O Scale  

USMRR Aquia Line railroad. Heôll also discuss whatôs new on the railroad including an automated 

telegraph, random events, time table and train order operations in the 19th century, AI enhancements 

and 3D printing. If youôre not interested in the techy stuff, there will be plenty of pretty pictures, bad 

jokes, and dancing girls. There will even be a movie. Just kidding about the dancing girls, but come 

anyway.  

 

Bernard Kempinski is a freelance writer and award-winning modeler and photographer who has 

written dozens of magazine articles and several books on model railroading. He is an active modeler 

and has built models on commission for museums and individuals. He is a certified Master Model 

Railroader by the National Model Railroad Association. A former U.S. Army captain, Bernard is  

retired defense analyst. See his blog for more info on his layouts and projects. 

www.usmrr.blogspot.com He is also the proprietor of Alkem Scale Models, a cottage industry  

specializing in fine scale kits and detail parts www.alkemscalemodels.com  

 

Our second clinic will be ñRailroading Along the Waterfront with Walthers: Some Modeling and 
Prototype Ideas,ò with John Teichmoeller. 
 
His clinic covers close prototypes for the models produced in Walthers' Waterfront series, discusses 
some improvements, illustrates some suggestions for modifying and kitbashing them, shows  
examples of modeling work already done using them and gives references. He will take some quick 
looks at the numerous additional rail-marine products introduced after the Walthers project. Some 
ideas will even be offered for those of you who like this stuff but who have absolutely no use for  
carfloats and floatbridges in your operational scheme.  Along the way, he will share some stories 
about the research that went into the subjects and the development of the products. 
 
John Teichmoeller has been an NMRA member continuously since 1978 and lives in Ellicott City, 

Maryland. He models an HO scale fictionally industrialized seven-mile stretch of the Old Main Line 

of the B&O in the Patapsco River Valley west of Baltimore, Maryland.  The time period is late 1967.  

The layout occupies a 20 x 20 foot basement space, with the core of the layout built by Lance  

Mindheim. He is interested in freight cars in general with an emphasis on eastern railroads, the 

B&O, PRR and WM in particular.  He served as coordinator of the Rail-Marine Information Group 

from 1993 to 2007. 

 
See you virtually. 
 
Bob 

http://www.alkemscalemodels.com/
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Layout Tours 
Phil Hottmann 
 

We did not have any tours in January due to the 
Rail School. 
 
For February we will visit Ron Halvorsonôs  
layout. Ron continues to work on his impressive 
layout. I am looking forward to seeing whatôs 
new. 
 
I do not have March or Aprilôs tours solidified 
yet. If anyone is interested in showing their  
layouts, I should be able to find space for you. 
Please let me know! 
 
Phil 

Modeling Project 
Mike Vivion 
 
By the time you read this column, there will only be 
about two months left to finish your mini-diorama and 
get it ready to bring to our April meeting. I hope  
everyone who signed up is making good progress and 
will complete their project for showing and popular  
voting in April. 
 
Get to work, timeôs wasting! 
 
Mike Vivion 
Modeling Project 
Chair 
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RAIL SCHOOL 2026 
Sean Hadfield 

Rail School Chairman Thank you to all the 
Clinicians!  
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