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Next SCWD Meet 
  VERONA SENIOR CENTER 
   Sept 12, 2021 at 1:00 pm 

Video Contest:  Page 2 

Next BOD Meeting: 
   Sept 13, 2021 at 7:00 pm  
   ZOOM Meeting 

Superôs Report 
Phil Hottmann       
Division Superintendent 
 
The summer is slipping by fast. Soon it will be  
September and our SCWD activities will start for the 
season. 
 
We are hoping to meet in-person if the Covid situation 
does not get out of control at our new location. We will 
be meeting at the Verona Senior Center. This is a  
beautiful facility located along the Military Ridge State 
Park Bike Trail (formerly the Chicago North Western 
branch line). One nice thing about this facility is  
everything is on one level. It also has a covered loading 
area which might be useful during rain or snow events. 
See page 5 for a map and photos. 
 
In addition to a new facility, our presentations may be 
different from in the past. Itôs likely that we may reach 
out to clinicians that are outside of our immediate  
region. Thatôs one advantage of using a virtual format. 
 
We donôt want to lose the social nature of our  
gatherings. We would like to promote as much  
interaction as possible. One of the things we are  
working on is ñWhat are you working on?ò. We  
encourage you to physically bring in a project or a 
presentation that you would like to share. Bob 
McGeever will be making a presentation at our first 
meeting. 
 
Along with the normal clinics and layout tours we will 
be resuming our photo and model contests.  We have 
the potential to make our meeting more diverse. If you 
have any thoughts on what you would like to see added 
to the meetings, we would like to hear about them. 
 

Contest Column 
Dave Down, Chair 
 
Hi everyone.  We look forward to seeing everyone again 
and finding out what you have been up to.  We anticipate 
seeing your modeling efforts and photos of your  
activities and interests during the coming months.   
 
The September contest will have the following  
categories: 
 
¶ Sheds, Shanties and Miscellaneous Structures 
¶ Coal / Fuel / Sand / Water Facilities 
¶ Stations / Terminals 
¶ Car Servicing Facilities (Repair Shops, Equipment   
Cleaning, Ice Facilities) 

 
As usual we will have contests for models in each  
category, and contest photos of prototypes and models in 
each category. 
 
Continued on page 2 

It will be great to be back together again! Iôm hoping to 
see you all in-person, and if not, youôll have the ability to 
join us online. 
 
Phil 
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2021-2022 SCWD Video Contest 
Steve Lanphear 
 
Planning To Get Out Of Pandemic Jail This Summer And Do Some Railfanning Or Visit Some Layouts?   
You could enter some of your videos in this Contest! 
 
SCWD 2021-22 Video Contest Guidelines 

This yearôs SCWD video contest will be open for submitting entries on November 1, 2021. 
 
Here are the things you need to know: 
 
¶ There are two categories: Prototype and Model. 

¶ The contest is open to those who attend the SCWD meetings. 

¶ The person submitting an entry must be the one who took the video, however you may have help from others in 

editing your entry. 

¶ The video can be from any time period (it doesnôt have to be taken just to enter this contest). 

¶ It has to be a maximum of 5 minutes in length, but can be any size less than that and the file has to be less than 

2GB in size. 

¶ All videos must be on a railroad or model railroad theme. 

¶ The video can have title screen but not necessary, however there should be no names or identifiers on it (it is a 

ñblindò contest). 

¶ For the Model Category, the video can be of anyoneôs layout, not just your own. 

¶ First, second and third place will be given for each category (no points given toward annual Photographer  

      contest). 

¶ Deadline for Entries ï March 1 (you will upload all entries to the website listed on the SCWD website,  

      Video Contest webpage).  

¶ You may enter more than once (max. of 5 entries per person). 

¶ Voting starts Mar 10 on the SCWD Video Contest webpage.  

¶ Voting will be closed on end of day April 15. 

¶ Winners will be announced at the May 2022 Meeting. 

In October we will NOT have popular vote contests.  Instead we will have the modeling project which so many of 
you have been patiently (or maybe not so patiently) waiting to share.  I know I am looking forward to seeing  
everyoneôs efforts.  
 
We will resume the popular vote contests in November when the theme is Freight Cars.  The categories will be: 
 
¶ Box cars and reefers 
¶ Open cars (flats and gondolas) 
¶ Hoppers (covered or open) 
¶ Specialty freight (car racks, container well cars, etc.) 
 
See you soon! 
 
Dave 
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Clinic Column 
by Ken Hojnacki 
 
Finally, a chance for in-person meetings to share our 
wonderful hobby of model railroading.  But with the 
pandemic, much has changed that affects those meetings, 
including clinics.  Thanks to Mike Vivion, we had some 
great clinics for our Zoom meetings this past year and I 
know we all look forward to live bodies presenting.  As 
former Clinic Chair Bob Wundrock will attest, it is very 
difficult getting people to present a clinic in person.  
Nowadays, many still donôt want to travel or be in 
crowds and there is less willingness to present a clinic 
for a variety of reasons. 
 
That being said, Bill Clancy and I have discussed the 
clinic format with the Board and we will be trying a  
varied approach which other Divisions are also adopting.  
We will try to have as many in-person, live clinics as 
possible but will probably have one live clinic, in person 
or live Zoom, and one pre-recorded clinic for each  
meeting.  Bob McGeever has been working feverishly to  
upgrade the Divisionôs audio/visual and computer  
equipment to ensure we will be able to have live Zoom 
presentations and also to be able to push our meetings 
out to those who canôt attend in person using the Zoom 
technology we provided last year. 
 
Inviting live Zoom presenters opens up a whole new 
shopping cart to pick from, from all over the country and 
the world.  I hope this new approach will bring lots of 
new ideas and information that we would otherwise not 
have access to. 
 
Our September meeting will kick off our live Zoom  
clinics with a clinic on Less Than Carload Service by 
Steve Sandifer, MMR.  I saw this program on an  
Operations SIG Zoom and found out I really knew  
nothing about this significant part of railroad operations.  
Steve is a retired(?) minister who lives in Houston. He is 
an MMR, an Honorary Live Member of the Santa Fe 
Railway Historical and Modeling Society, and a  
consultant to major manufacturers on transition era Santa 
Fe equipment. His book, Santa Fe Live Stock Operations 
was published by the Santa Fe Society in 2019. Steve 
models Emporia Kansas and the Howard District of the 
Santa Fe, 1952, in HO scale.  Long before UPS, FedEx, 
or J. B. Hunt, most of the merchandise shipped to homes 
and businesses came on the railroad as Less than Carload 
Lot freight, LCL. As many as one in five boxcars on 
trains contained LCL destined for some freight house 
somewhere. Steve will talk about this significant part of 
pre-1970 railroading.  Steve presents a wealth of  
information that would apply not just to Santa Fe  
modelers; ask Keith Thomsen about that. 
 
We will also introduce what I hope will be a semi-
regular feature suggested by Bob McGeever from his 

experience on other Division Zoom presentations.  I will 
call it ñWhat Have I Been Up To?ò  Bob will start this 
off with an update on his Wisconsin Central railroad.  
This is intended to be an informal discussion of  
somewhere between 15 and 30 minutes on what our 
members have been doing model-wise over the last  
year-and-a-half.  I know many of us have been working 
on scenery, rolling stock, structures, and complete layout 
construction.  I invite you to consider sharing what you 
have been up to, with photos or models or both, at a 
meeting.  Itôs a great way to go beyond Steve Lanphearôs 
Modelers Corner emails show and see how we have been 
pursuing our hobby.  We can provide assistance in  
putting your photos in a format we can project.  I will be 
calling specifically on some of you but feel free to email 
me or talk to me at the meeting about joining in. 
 
Well, Kathy is going to cut me off for running off the 
end of the track here, so Iôll stop for now.  Bill and I 
hope we can provide some great programs for you this 
coming meeting year and again thank Mike Vivion for 
his efforts to keep programs going during a difficult time.  
See you at the meeting. 
 
Ken 

Layout Tours 
Phil Hottmann Chair 
 
Iôm looking forward to getting the in-person layout tour 
going for this season. Itôs been a while since weôve 
been able to do these tours. 
 
For September we will be touring Jon Welsh and Bill 
Clancyôs layout. If you get the ListServ you have seen a 
lot of postings from both Jonôs and Billôs layouts over 
the last two years. Also, Jon has just become a new 
member, so I hope you all attend and welcome him to 
the club. I know Jon will become a valued member.  
 
I have a number of layouts penciled in for the  
remainder of the season, although I do have open slots 
right now for October. If you are interested, please let 
me know. 
 
Phil 

Show us 
your 
layout! 
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NMRA President's Message  
Hail and Farewell!  
 
Summer is here, and weôre headed into the 
Division Point and the requisite crew change. Itôs been 
an honor and a privilege to have been your President for 
the last three years, and itôs time for a new crew to come 
aboard. Our volunteers have been busy on your behalf, 
and they have accomplished far too much to detail here, 
so look for positive changes in all departments. 
 
The ñMagic of Scale Model Railroadingò exhibit at the 
California State Railroad Museum is open to the public 
and the reviews have been highly positive. Weôve made 
major progress in Standards & Conformance, Education 
and Publications. In many ways, one might consider 
some of these changes as esoteric changes, and yes, 
many of them remain under the normal radars, but 
theyôve been necessary, and our volunteers have made 
them happen. Look for more improvements in the future! 
  
Iôm delighted to note that the NMRA is in sound  
financial shape thanks to the efforts of our CFO, our HQ 
staff, and our donors. May this continue!  Iôll also note 
that participation in the AP has increased over the last 
year, which is a Good Thing. We are fortunate indeed to 
have this great hobby to help us through the isolation! 
  
The COVID-19 pandemic has not helped, especially 
since weôve had to cancel conventions and train shows in 
North America and elsewhere, but once again, our  
volunteers have risen to the challenge. Theyôve created 
NMRAx and its offshoots, held virtual events all over 
the world, and have allowed us to connect with long-
term friends and make new ones even during various de-
grees of isolation. Those virtual events have been highly  
beneficial to all of us, especially those of us who live 
alone. Thanks, folks! And donôt forget the Rails by the 
Bay 2021 virtual convention next week, brought to you 
by the Santa Clara team and other volun-
teers! pcrnmra.org/NMRA2021/ 
  
And in terms of ñThanks,ò weôll have formal announce-
ments of awards for those who have made above-and-
beyond contributions to our hobby listed after the awards 
are conferred. Look for them. 
  
With that said, itôs time for me to gather my things and 
prepare to detrain. Many thanks to all who have moved 
our Association forward, and best wishes for a great fu-
ture. 
  
High Green!  

 

Train Show Volunteers 
By Dave Down 
 
The end of the summer is the beginning of Train Show 
preparation.  Nothing new there, but there is plenty to 
deal with that is new to most of us.  Last year we  
cancelled the show because of the corona virus.  We 
have had reason to believe we were beyond the worst of 
it and began to assume next February would be like other 
Februaries.  Now we are dealing with variants of the  
corona virus and things are rather uncertain again. 
 
Since we donôt know what is going to happen with the 
Delta variant there are questions about what the impact 
will be on our 2022 Train Show.  Since none of us has a 
crystal ball that gives us clear direction, we are trying to 
move ahead with plans as best we can.  Bob McGeever is 
working on those plans and is trying to determine what 
direction we should go.   
 
I have taken on the role of coordinating volunteers for 
the train show, and my efforts in that direction are  
premised on the idea we will have the show.  It is much 
easier to plan that way than to wait and see.  If we donôt 
get everything lined up for volunteers now it will be too 
late later on.  Because I am taking that approach you will 
soon be getting an email (or phone call) confirming what 
role you are willing and able to play in making the train 
show the success it has been in the past.   
 
You also have the opportunity to contact me with your 
questions and preferences.  My contact information is in 
the Red Book.  Please feel free to use it.  If you call me, 
be prepared to leave a message as I do not answer calls 
that I donôt recognize.  I will return your call as promptly 
as I can.   
 
I look forward to contact with all of you in the coming 
weeks.  If you are anything like me, you are eager to 
have the sense of normalcy the train show can bring. 
 
Dave   
 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isxvpzkbZCt7zAEOCkUXDSeZHv-CoWUcwT-NK85LFy40TEQJxx6iZrUA3y8NfGO8DKxT-ugc2q7KTuax7GdddnLpz6T0K4S6gSFnJMp9Wtz25iQfa0GFZAgsrU4HeMSD6bSFvDoX9GYp6rz2GLHVhQ==&c=ym3OqqLtGzqNQOyf0P6dsn7lRaaxLlg4D61-hWrglv6tdeqjhn29AA==&ch=ZaTbce7R5Lg4
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Verona Senior Center 
108 Paoli Street 
Verona, WI 53593  
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SCWD Picnic 
So good to be together again! 

 
Many thanks to John Haverberg  
for once again organizing it all 
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