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Next SCWD Meet     RAIL SCHOOL       
Verona Senior Center, Verona 
    January 4, 2026 

 
Next BOD Meeting: 
   January 13, 2026, 6:30 PM 
   ZOOM Meeting 

 
Next Youth Group 
Verona Senior Center, Verona 
  January 10, 2026 

Superôs Report 
Art Dawson 
Division Superintendent 
 
Hello fellow modelers, 
 
Merry Christmas!  The December meet was well attended 
both in person and via Zoom.  The Midwest Region is 
looking for volunteers to run for Director at Large  
positions.  This involves 2 meetings a year, one in the 
spring, the other in the fall that are held via Zoom so that 
no travel is involved.  This gives you a voice in how the 
region is run, the decisions made, and subjects discussed. 
If you are interested, check the latest couple of emails 
from the MWR or contact an SCWD board member. 
 
Iôll be working on the Red Book updates the rest of the 
month, and it should be ready to go by the first of the 
year. 
 
The Annual Railroad School is January 4th!  Expect to 
hear from Sean Hadfield regarding the Model Railroad 
School if you have not already. He will be looking for 
volunteers and demonstrators. This is an important part of 
the groupôs non-profit status, by educating the public 
about our hobby. See the ad in this issue of the Bad  
Order.  Please help us spread the word. 
 
Paul Mangan, a good friend and longtime member of the 
club is battling Alzheimerôs and is in a memory care  
facility on the northeast side of Oregon.  A recent request 
for notes, anecdotes and such from his wife Kathy was 
sent out via listserve recently.  Heôs otherwise in good 
health and spirits! 
 
I look forward to seeing you on January 4th!  Thanks! 
 
Art Dawson, SCWD Superintendent 
Model railroading is fun! 
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Youth Group 
Steve Preston, Chair 
 
 
 
For December, we attempted to demonstrate a ñDCò wired layout. Karl Hauth took the reins on this project, creating 
a ñCABò control system that would allow four operators to operate four locomotives simultaneously. Not an easy 
task! And like almost all model railroad projects, it took longer to complete than expected. We did not get the fairly 
large layout fully operational in the two-hour window we had for the meeting. I know that Karl was disappointed, but 
there was a lot that we learned. In the future, Karl would like to downsize the project and pre-wire some of the  
controls so that the layout will be operational for the group to operate. 
 
Unfortunately, with all that was going on I neglected to take any photos. You would have been very impressed! 
 
Hopefully Steve will be able to make it to the next meeting. He was out due to his recent surgery.  
 
Phil Hottman reporting for 
Steve Preston 
Youth Group Director 
Membership Chairman  
 



3 

 

 
The 2026 Train Show is coming and we will need to sign up our volunteers. 

 Over the next couple of weeks we will be contacting you 
 to confirm your availability 

 to work one or more of the various jobs  
during the show and during setup.   

 
Volunteers will be needed for setup on Friday morning, 2/20 
 (includes breakfast for the crew going to the storage shed),  

and both days of the show.  
We assume you know what works best for you and your family.  

 
Thank you to those of you who have already responded;  
we will be in touch shortly to confirm assignments. 

  For the rest of you, a timely response will be appreciated. 
 

If you have any question please contact our  
Train Show Volunteer Coordinator (Dave Down). 

 
Email:   dfdown2000@gmail.com  

Or 
Phone:     608-235-5436 
(Leave a voice message) 

mailto:dfdown2000@gmail.com
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Layout Tours 
Phil Hottmann 
 
It was cold with some new snow and there was also a 
Packer game, but I thought we still had good attendance 
at our December layout tours. It was great to see one of 
the new layouts being built. Phil Smithôs layout was  
fantastic! He just started about five years ago and was 
well along. It included a full signaling system with some  
fantastic scenery.  
 
It was great to see! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also saw Rusty Drammôs awesome layout again. He 
continues to add more wonderful detail as always. 
 

Thanks to both folks for letting us see their wonderful 
work! 
 
Due to the Rail School, there will not be any tours in 
January. I still have a few openings to fill to complete 
the remaining part of the season. If you would like to be 
open, please let me know.  
 
 
Phil 
 
 
 

Modeling Project 
Mike Vivion 
 
Sign-up for this yearôs 
modeling project is 
now closed. If you 
have not received your 
kit, please see me at 
the January Rail 
School meeting to get 
it. I am pleased to say 
we had a total of 20 members sign up for the project. I 
assume everyone is now busy working on their project. 
Remember you must bring it to our April 2026 meeting 
for judging in order to get back your $15.00 deposit. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing all the projects in April. 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Mike Vivion 
Modeling Project Chair 

Clinic Column 
Bob Wundrock 
 
Since we donôt have a regular SCWD meeting in January, 
Iôll cover the February clinics in next monthôs Bad Order. 
 
In 2026 weôll have presenters from various locations in 
the country.  Some subjects will include layout design, 
Arduino animations and layout tours. 
 
I hope youôll take time over the holidays to do some 
modeling, especially work on some of the projects weôve 
all thought about doing but have delayed. 
 
See you virtually. 
 
Bob 
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Contest Column 
Dave Down, Chair 
 
The calendar year is drawing to a close and the Christmas holidays are upon us. Best wishes to all of you, however 
you choose to celebrate.  With the January meeting rapidly approaching you are reminded this means there will be no 
contest.  January is when we have the Rail School and those who are new to the hobby (or new to various aspects of 
the hobby) will be focused on the clinic displays. 
   
The next contest will be in February, and the theme will be Snow. For railroads, snow is not valued for the wonderful 
clean white appearance resulting from wonderful snowfalls.  Snow is an operational problem, and depending on the 
geography of the railroad it is anywhere from an inconvenience to a major operational hazard. Snow removal is the 
focus of the February contest.  The categories will be non-motorized pushed plows (like Russel plows), engine 
mounted plows, and motorized plows (like rotary plows).   
  
Decemberôs contest was maintenance of way equipment. The results are as follows:    
  

Maintenance of Way Cars 
 
A. Crew Cars (dorm, dining, kitchen, etc.) 
B. Ballast Hopper (or gondola) 
C. Flat car with Maintenance Load 
D. Crane 
 
December 3 Popular Vote Contest Results   
  
Cat. A     Crew Cars 
 
 1st   Dave Casey: CNW transfer/work caboose 
 2nd  Dave Casey: C&NW #526 Tool car    
 3rd  Don Swinton: Crew Car 
 
Cat. B     Ballast Hopper  
 
 1st  Sean Hadfield: CL #6755 Hopper 
 2nd  Dave Casey: CNW #743095 Ballast gondola  
 3rd. Dave Casey: CNW #201824 Ballast hopper 
 
Cat. C        Flat with Maintenance Load 
 
 1st  Dave Casey: CNW #48538 Flat w/ RR Ties 
 2nd Don Swinton: MW Flat 
 
Cat D.        Crane 
 
    1st   Dave Casey:   CNW #252 200 ton crane 
   2nd Dave Casey:   EPC #0839 25 ton crane 
 3rd  Cheryl Mitchell:    MILW crane 
 
 
There were no photos entered in December.   
 
 
 
Dave 
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Many thanks to 
Othmar Vorburger and Terry Seese (WGRS member) 

for arranging the Youth Group Dioramas 
to be displayed at the Governorôs Mansion Holiday Event 

     (Photos by Othmar Vorburger) 
 

 

Emerson Palmer, age 9 

Charles Mitchell, age 10 

Teddy Harrison, age 11 

Ashton Peterson, age 15 

Mike Vivion 

Jim Devorski and the  

Wisconsin Garden Railway Display 

Jerry Vonderheid Diorama 
 by Othmar Vorburger 


